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Mr. Howells lins given us a remarkable novo). It
belongs to a higher class of fiction titan hts earlier
ctorica. Tho trtistic purposo is more ambitious, the
analvi-is of character is more searching, the explo¬
ration of mental processes mid influences is moro in¬
genious and more brilliant, and m clearness, beauty
aud symmetry thc work it a model. Hie subject
lias beeu used by many novelists before, but
it ls now ns Mr. Howells treats it. and
we lay down flic book feeling that here is an Ameri¬
can novel of thc most piquant originality, whose
scenes.familiar enough hut never so vividly de¬
scribed. ire peopled with types so real that we all
seem to know thom, timi vet so fresh that we study
them with a pleased surprise. Nor in tracing tbe
liilricneieH of psychological action has Mr. Howells
lorgotteu his gifts of ncnte observation, inimitable
¦..rare anil propriety of expression, and gentle hu¬

mor, which charmed us years ago in his " Venetian
Life," and have grown mote and more di ar to us in

his successive volumes.
The theme of "The I'liiliscovered Country" is

f-'piritualism, ami tbs) story kl placed partly in Ibis-
ton, but chiefly in ;i Shaker community at " Vard-
Icy " in Mnss.i'-liu-ettH, which the reader is at lib¬
erty to identity with either one of two neighboring
villages, Shirley ot Harvard. Hr. Boynton is an en¬

thusiastic believer in ghostly nipping* and the ma¬

terial!/..it ion of disembodied spirits. He regards
his tuaghter*Egeria, ps a medina of extraordinary
powers, ami has trained her from infancy to submit
lo his mesmeric passes and take part in his ex»ieri-
nii'iits. Hut it is all a delusion. Dr. Boynton ls
thrown into association with professional charla¬
tans, who swindle him as well as the public.
Kgeriii, hating and dreading the whole business, has
no powers whatever ns a medium; she
is merely tho passive Instrument of her
fatliei's will. Failing in cer-run public
u.ulcrtakin.'i in Boston Dr. Boynton and h*s

'laughter set out for their old home in Maine : they
go astray at a railway Junction ; they are left with¬
out money at ii little country station; tbey walk
far thi-oiigli snow and rain) and find shelter with
the Shakers at Vardlev. just ns Egeria has lost i on>

iciiiiiMiiH.s in ih. Brat stages ol' a violent fever. The
ithaiaclcrof the, good old doctor ia ta masterpiece.
Ile isa hii-tliug. buoyant man. with a fair complex-
on, a bright and eager eye, thin light hair, wavy
md lustreless*, a mouth of delieaey ami refinement,
mid a smile ol iuf.iiitine sweetness. A fantastic
theorist, "in many things he was grotesquely ignor¬
ant ; he was a man of very small literature, and he

hud tho limitations of a conntm-bred person in his

conceptions of tho world] bat his mimi, in the

fSJMsrSilelions on which it habitually dwelt, had a

vast nnd bold sweep, and his theories sprang up

fully tested under his breath, like those plants
which the Japauese conjurer fans to dower iii the.
¦ecBBl after he hus put tue seed iii the ground."
Ho lodged, in Boston,in a street of fortune-tellers,
believing that "the element, the atmosphere of sim¬

ple uni|Uestioniug fail li" brought into the ncigh-
borhoo.l by the dupes of these people, was in some

way of the highest use to him in Ibe attempt to de¬

velop Egeria*! powers and establish more satisfac¬

tory intercourse with the other world. Ho bad a

theory that slcigiit-of-haud tricks might bo em¬

ployed to lend np to genuine manifestations of spir¬
itual presence :.

'. Nothing is clearer to my mind." he proceeded Im-
pressi.civ, "Mlinn that lt is our business, uftcrihe first
iiituitiiil¦)!'" nf tt dei ire for converse on tie part of spir¬
its, to nib ir. I them every po.-si&ic (anility, to stiirgest, to

arrana*, in prepare, aeeueies for their use. Suppose you
hat! dc tee tnt Madam Ia- Hoy In the employment of
-tuged gloves; at tbo very mnuient when yon sd-rd
upon the artmcial apparition, a genuine mm it hand
wight hiivc brea abi ut io manifest u.-i if in ooe-lieoee to
ihe example given." '"My ihar slr,"" cried Hr. Boynton,
leaulnr fruin bis perch un lbs sofa. Inwards the placd
where Ford sal; "I have gone to the very bott rn of this
mattel", and I lind that iu almost all cases lhere ls a dc-
gree ol solicitation ou the pint ot indiums; that where
this ls must (hiiing Hms results are mest valuable: and
v hui I wi.-h uow to establish a.. the celttraI priuciplc of
¦MlIU«tlc science ls thc principle of eollcitatloulsin. If
Hie disembodied spirits do not voluntarily approach.
Invite tliPin*. if they canuot manifest their presence,

* show them br example the ways and means of so doing.
Depend Mpon lt the whole scleuce must die out without
some such t'.ti oct ami vigorous effort on our part."
But there comes an unfortuuate everting, when

ghostly hands appear nt the spiritual circle. A part
of the deceit is exposed. The landlady is induced
to confess that she produced the phenomena of the
dark circle.*." Well," said Mrs. Lo Koy, with a sly
look at ca'-li of ber listeners, and a smile that ended
iu a small, thin chuckle, " give the spirits a chance
.that was the doctor's idea, as 1 understand it."
" Exactly,* saul Hatch. " 1 just want to know how
much of a chance y*)ti gave Yin I' Mrs. Le Koy
hesitated a moment. " Well, pre:tv much ali they
wanted, I guess." she answered at length.
Dr. Boynton leaves the house disgu-tel but not

discouraged. HohfMa philosophical hypothesis io

account for every lailure, and no sooner is a theory
kno'ked to pieces tqan he bnihls a new one out of
the ruins. Ile fancies that Ford* a stalwart young
literary unbeliever who discovered the tiieks, luis

opposed to tho pmer of Egeria nu "antagonistic
sphere"; he ceases to be tmgry with the mail! he thinks
of hun only as " a blind opposing force nf nature,
which is simply to be overcome." Among the
Shakers he believes that he will find the ideal con¬

ditions for the prosecution of tbe search after ti ut li¬

lle arranges a leal exlnbi ion in the community. It
utterly fails; be discovers that Foul was

Jn tho hou-e at the time, though not in
tbo room; lhere is a scene of excitement
and the doctor fulls senseless and is put to bed.
Through Ins long sickness the amiable enthusiast
builds up oue fancy after another, and when the
lost has fallen to pieces, ami lett him convinced that
the belief in which he luis wasted a Hie is foolish¬
ness after all, and there is nothing to cling to except
faith in Qed, he calmly dies.
Egeria, "the modern pythoness." if a less strik¬

ing character than ber father, la not less winning.
She is presented ts us Ur-t as '* a tall young gil in a

Bomewli.it theatrical nibo of white serge, with a

pale green scarf on her shoulders. Her beautiful
serious face had a pallid qi^et, broken by what
seemed Use unnatural ulcrtness of her blue eves,

which fiancee) sjaiefcly like those of a child toa
emly obliged to suspect and avert; her blonde hair,
winch had a plastic massiveness, was drawn smooth
hick from her temples, ami lay Heaped in a beary
cud asl her neck.'' Sho was naturally of a gay
and sunny temperament, ami fond of simple
earthly pleasures. Loving her father intensely,
she was trained almost from birth tu

.bey his slightest wish aud to think that whatever
be said was right. Hut -be shrank painfully from
the Kile which ho imposed ¦poa her; anti nothins
could he liner than the contrast Mr. Howells pointe,
with a few c-utck, firm touches, between her
natural impulses and her forced employment.
" Well, we have a right to our life hero ", she ex¬

claims, in a moment of revolt "Let the other
world keep to itself." " Are you sure," she asks ber
father, at another time,." are you sure that it will
all come mit ns you think t Are you sure that we

are taking the right way! We have been trying
now a long while, and 1 cau't see tliut we've accom¬

plished anything. Perhaps I'm not a medium, but
only a dreamer, aud dream w hut you tell mr. I'm
afraid sometimes it isn't right. What If there
should be nothing in it all ?''
"' 7/oir nu'tiing hatti"
'"'What if you were deceiving yourself t I can't

tell bow much my wanting tu please you makes mo
.oh, I'm afrrdd-Tiu afraid it's all wrong'".
But the doctor forces ber to persevere, lamenting

that she has not yet exchanged the '. petty personal
conscience" which troubles her with scruples, for
the "race conscier.ee" which gives bim perfect
freedom to think and to act.even to cheat a little
fur the sake of the ultimate good.
Whcu Egeria began to recover from the fever

auder the kind care of fhe Shakers, her lung-sup-
pressed delight in the beauties uf nature broke out:
The watchers with ber in these early days of her con¬

valescence always found ber itwalte m dawn, when the
robins and orioles and sparrows were weanu* taut
fabric or hook which aeemti to rise everywhere fruin thc
.srilt lo tbe low-h'iveiiiig heiven.
" It's uko thc tungin' of sptrlfs, etn't lt 1" sold one ot

the -liters who saw the li-.iusi-.irt with which ah silently
lialeucrt. lnr large eyes wide nnd her Inn open.
" X i J*' cried nie girl, ablion dei eely, "li's like thc

singing of ibc hirds st binjie."
"humed ss if shellaced the spirits. a- yen m'glit

say," th hhsh-rpsa cumiueiit.d lo the omer sisters, lt
tris thc lint time Hun any nt them had heard I..ena
aienllo'i i rr flamer hume, ;< r even in Hie fever her
inviu-M b A li. en ot t ipi r.emit, In H .Mun uniiiii-lligible

to them. But they had oil nded the pn-slm with
wh'eh, when her r.civery began, she turned to the
natural wi rid. Hhe asked for the wildflowers, mid day
by day eYm-tnilcd if u were not vet time fur Ute ane¬
mones, tho cilium).mc!, ti-c dog-tooth violets, lt thc
Spring lingered, or at Huies tamed back.var I, nothing
could rouse her fr nu the tl Jed ton Into winch she fell,
till the i-uti began to shine und the birds began to tung
again, lt was leit In tho family to be foolish, ur worse,
but none of tile (-bakers could conic home through field
or wood without staying to p;uck some token of the
season's advai color ths sick girl, who wns longing so

restlessly to go out and lind the bummer fur herself
Her bcd wa* dicked with houghs of wilding bloom; on

nie shelves mid window-sills the sylvan and campestral
flowers aave their delicate colors and faint fragrances
in whatever vrlm Ju? or sober vase thc ci-uunanltv
could spare from its service. Homethms, surely, must
be wrong about all tilts ministering to a love that might
be said to savor of earthly vanities, but the most anx¬
ious ot the nun-like s|s.iers could not detcrmin" upon thc
6in ; and while they wondered tn Just what fort they
should deal with the elusive evil, a visiting brother from
another comiiiiniliy arrived to pronounce it no evil, but
an Instinct, wholesome ns the harmless things ihrm-
selvcs. I'pou this, ono of them brought and laid st
Egeria*! bedside a rug which she, hud worked willi the
pattern of a grapevine, snd which for Ave years she had
kept fearfully hidden away In lier doest, from compunc¬
tion rm- its liki ness to ti graven image.
Kgeria first went mit on the suth nf May, that slcnnl

date when tho Hprinn*. whatever her previous reluct¬
ances, brings np nil miens with the apple-blossoms.
The season is then no longer late or carly, int ls tbo
consummate Bpringi and ult weather-wise hopes and
fenrs ure lost tu the richness with which she keeps the

prnm'se of lier linnie. It might Well have seemed to the
girl's Impatience as she watched the orchard trees, some¬
times from her Cosed window (iud sometimes lrom her
open door, tis tbe day waschill or soft, teat the blossoms
would never rome : and even when every tip of tho
mossed nnd twisted boughs was Ut with the pink dim¬
mer of u bud, mid tho trees' whole round was surTiisod
willi a tender Ilutdi of color, that tbo delicate petilsof
rofe .ind (.now would never unfold. The orioles mid t ho
iml><> inks sang fi oin the airy tops, nnd from the clover
In the grassy alleys between the trees- lu a neighboring
Ik-Id the ons were already high enough to brighten and
darken ;ti the wnd. The cones of tbt blackberries and
raspberries In the garden were tufted with dark green,
and beyond the broad leaves of the plc plant and the
ii".it Hues of sprouting peas, the grane vines on

Kider Joseph's trellis were set thick with short, velvety
leavi s of nluklsii-ollve, wiieu suddenly, In a warm night,
the delaying innis un.'oid.'d. and In the moruinc the ap¬
ple-blossoms had eotae. " I .mi going out under tin-in."
Hie ejrl said, when she Kaw them, and she set a resolute
face against the fond anxieties of Sister Frances,
Dr. Boynton war, right in one thing. Ford did

exert an "antagonistic influence n which gradually
neutralized EgerkVl imaginary "psichlo power'';
but the infliienco was something very different from
the poor obi philosopher's misty doctrine of opposing
spheres. Egeria herself did not comprehend the
real nature of the tic thnt was drawing her toward
this man, whose lifo by a series of accidents had
become strangely mixed up with ber's and her futh-
1'i's. Bhe half-believed, half-lcarcd, that ho did
exert a mysterious control over her will,
na ths doctor complained; nnd sho drew
hack in affright, just as she drew back
from tho spirits. The conflict between unconscious
love and uncertain fear is charmingly indicated in

Mr. Howells'a poetical paces. Egeria and Ford have
been watching the sunset:
" Tne curtain ls now down." said Ford.
She started to her feet, and looked around. " Why, the

inn bas set'."
"Didn'tyon know that I" be asked.
..No," she said, sadly. "It seemed as if lt would last

uii«' r. Hut nothing la-its."
.No, autoing lasts," lie repealed. .. Hut generally

things last long enough. I could have stood another
touror twoof sunset, however. And sometimes I've
mown days tba! I would have bren willing to have
asl forever, il I could have hud out my eternity lu this
hoi ld."
" H that.i- that the wnv you feel, too t" she asked,
urning swiftly upon nun that stiaiK1' searching
(lance.

.. Whv, not alwnys. What ls tbe platter I"
¦* Nothing.not liiiii;. Let na co down." 8he took his

iiand, :ind clune to it in descending ns If eager fo escape
[ohliii from some fear of hun.

The doctor died without seeing his droll mi-tike.
ind it was only after sorrow and separation and
misunderstanding that Ford, rettirfTing to tho
¦.linker community,w here Egeria was again a guest,
nut an end to the error :.

Bbc only turned on him that face o f intense resistance,
h luging to ipie-tloti uud then to vi ld appeal. "Tor
Heaven's sake," he exclaimed, " tl
Linn »ay ! What ls the mutter I"

Oil. why did you come back I

m'l look ul me In

sn<* cried. " Why
-onldn'l you have stayed away nnd left me in peace 1"
Ile siood motionless, while his h"|«'S Scenic.1 to fall 111

ft I.m.it.le ruin round bim. He saw dow hw oncer, y bc
had built them on thc fears of those fantastic com
njHUHts, uud hon fondly be bud hidden from hitm-elf nil
the reasons against them. He could bare laughed at
ihe gliaauy wreck, but that lie wits too sick at heart. Ile
moved his feet heavily, as If the long gju-s were tetters
about them, and tried to go; Inn without souie other
word he could nit. " Well, be said at last, " ir you nsk
nie, 1 can't tell you. I can ko away again, nnd not mo¬

lest you any m ire. Only, before f go, tell me.rou're
uot told me yet.that you forgive ma. Egeria." Ber
whispered name bad been so ot ten on hi* lips that he
now spoke lt aloud for the first time without knowing it.
" Since your father ls gone, I must be more hateful to
you than ever. But I am going out of ymir way now |
try to forgive me and to tell me io I Lit rae have yoor
pti'rd'.n to luke with me." the broke into a low sound
ol weeping, while he waited for her response. ¦. Well, I
will go. It's best for ino to know finally thnt, although
you havo tolerated mo here, at the bottom of your heart
you have ai wine ubnnrred me."
" No, no ! I didn't say that."
" Not in word;.uo."
" But if you miltie tn* ssy that I forgave von ".
'. Make you a»y ll I Kothmg nader beaven could make

you aa) it .' Winn ls it you mean I"
Si.e look'd up aud rau her eye in piteous search over

bl- face.
" When you find came there, lu B..ston, and when vmi

buri me j warn we went after tbe leave*, and I forgot
him winn I talked with >ou tn tb garden,ami blamed
Ililli; when I v. int with you into tlie woods, and neg¬
lected him, uituoit tue last tiny be lived. Oh, even ll I
couldn't, I ought to bato you Dbl you exp -ct. Yes.
I Viii.1 Will never let you go, now, till jon tell lue
Whether lt Waa true. Ho ls untie, and I have noone to
help me. I shall have to ito for myself) but whatever
tuy life is to he, I am going to have lt my own uud lt
Isn't illili-" if that ls true "
" If that 1* tiue I" repeated Ford, in stupefaction. " If

what is true 1"
Hut the impulse which hud cai ried her to this point

failed her, aptiaieutly, and left her terrified at ber own
daring. Hhe cowered ut the Involuntary step he made
toward ber.ass hird stoops tor flight. "It v.-hui la
tm I" he reiterated. " Tell me what you mean !"

ile wondered if perhaps some rumor of his talk
With Elihu bud come ti ber, mid she had Wished to
p'lniMi bis presumption In trusting the Bbnker-
conjciture regarding her; If she were resolved to
wreak upon bun her maidenly Indignation at the
community'-, meddling. It seemed out of keepiug
with lier and till the clrcutuHtuiieel; but he could
tun k ol not.nug -.'Iso, and ho darkly approached it " lr
you have beard anything hero thnt makes vmi think
ihai I have come to you in anything but thc humblest.
Ibeum*! rererenl spirit, I beseech you aol to hem ve ii I
H.is Killin.or Frailest-- ls lt something they have
sa.il r

'. No," she sal I, and still shrunk away us if he might
bc tillie to force tue milli from b'-l.

" iinii. wh.ii is it i Karel; you won't leave me rn this
perplexity ! lr thetc is anything that 1 can do or
Utilo "-
"Ni! Oil. ko. for pity's sake '."
" I can't gu uow." said the young man. "I won't co

HU you hnvo told me whut you mean. You mint ti li
me."
Hoc east a strange slsnee al bini. "If yon make me

tell you tba* would show Iha I lt was true and he was
nant when bo natal to my. l dou't want lo believe lt I
Uo, and hi me try to think thatyon oume here by
ch.ince, nml lh.it you staved for lils sake. Indeed, in¬

deed. I can get lothltikiugagain that you uiver tried to
Influence me iii that way I"
" In what way f" be asked, hut now a gleam of light,

lurid enough, begun to steal upon his confn-inn. lier
alternate eagerness and reluctance to be with him ; her
broken f*ue-lions, tbe gestures, tbe looks, the tones, that
bini crossed with mystery tbe happiness he bud known
wan li.-r Iii the Issi weeks before lier father's death,
ami made lt ut ns sweetest fearful and insecure, re¬
curred io bim with now meatian.', ami a profound com-
passion qualified bl* despair, and made him goalie an I
patient. "Is it possthie," be asked." that yon meat
(Hill old delusion of your father's about BIS 1 And contd
you believe Hiitt 1 would try to control you agaiuM your
will.to use some ir natural power over yon 1 Ah 1" ho
cried, " 1 couldn't take even your forgiveness now ; for
y..u ioilIiI ihml. Hint Iliad extorted Itt" He looked
simly ai her, but she did not speak, and he hud it HtriiKglc
to keru his pity of ber from turning lo execration ot
tbe iiiihuimy luitn whose, turor could thus rise from bli
grave lo cloud bur sou.; but be ruled him-elf.not with¬
out an ominous remembrance of his former attempts lo
seiiurste ber cause from her father's.and brokenly con¬
tinued i .' Well. I nave deserved that, too. Hut. I know
th:il before he died your rather caine to it clearer mind
uti.ml those thums, amt 1 in.ilc.vo that now, wherever in¬

ls, notnlng could grieve him more than ttl know that be
had left you In that hideous superstition." He look.'d
with grave tenderuesi ut her bidden face. " How could
you think ".and now bi* tone expressed his wounded
wit-respect ss wtll as his sorrow for her." that I
Could be so false to both of ns 1"
" I didn't always think," she whispered. " 1.I was

afraid "-
"Hut what made you afraid that such a thine could

be 1 I nm n Oritti.1 kitow thin ; I gnvo yon mi Iv -.root
of that.but I hoped then- was nothing covert in'iiie."
" You said once that people Influenced others

without knowing lt; and ones.thal night when we
came from the woods.you said lt was u spell ttiat
iiiinlc mc lol- tbe way, and wouldn't iel ino Illume
you".
"And jun really had tho.je black donhl* of me in your

heart! I thoughtyon were suil'cilng mc hero because
you were ¦.'nod und merciful, und you were ninny*
watching ute tn Hud ott whether 1 waa not using some
vile magie uxaluil you."
".No, liol Nat always," she protested, luting her face.

"Did I »uy tbatl"
"No, you tl dn't invltl Well, you bsd the right to

buri me m any way you could; and I sive you the satis¬
faction of knowing that nothing could nun me WOtM
I bau tilla."
"On, 1 didn't mean to wound you I Don't think thnt 1

And I forgave you; yes, I did forgive von! fn-ver
haled you.not even that moimug there by the fountain
when I thought you bud hurl li:lu. And winn iou rani
I ought, it inatli) me wonder if wbst be used to s-iy.
And then I couldn't grt ii mn ot my mind! Hui I never
meant lo tell you byasiugle word or look, ir lt killed
me."

"I believe you. It was soiuri liing Bot to ba spoken.
I think low 1 catt go wituuut ymir panuni. Il seems Io
nie ilutl wc ate t-ulis."
Once iiime lie turned to go, but she implored, all kt

face red wita aeneroas remorse, "Oh, not till you've tm--
given mel I never thought buw lt would seem to you.
Indeed I never tildi"
Ho smiled redly. "Forcive youl Oh, that's easy

Hut even lt lt wac very hard, I could do it. 1 .-.iii .cc

how lt has lieen with y.u fr.'iii tbe first, nm! bow, with
whatyoe iud loeu taught to think of me by your father,
. I tlo'i'l blame linn Itu- il ; he was us lb-Ill cs as you
were,.you pen.- r.cd mt careless word* anti gave (bt-uj

a sinister meaning that T never dreanit of. Hut what
can I do, or say, to leave von with belter thoughts of
met"
"I could see that yon were kind and good evfll when I

was the most afraid,''abe murmured, ..nut after thc
way We Ind licgiin tanti er. and all that you had done
to us..and S'tld to him,.-oiuetliiu s I couldn't undi r-
stand why you went here, or why you stayed, nnd
then".
"I don't wonderl I hadn't given yon emise to expect

anv good of mc ; nod If I were to tell yon why I) toyed,
its I once honed I might, I couldn't made lt npnear an

unselfish rensnn. Oh. my dearest I" he cried, "I loved
you so that I couldn't have taken your love Itself
against your willi Ever since I first saw you, and all
the time lhat I had lost yon. my whole, life was for you ;
and when 1 fouud you again how could I help staying
till von drove me from youl Oood-by, and If anv

thought (fr yours hos loured me, let nie set it against
my telling ymi this now." (She had slowly averted her
fate ; she did not shrink from lum, hut she did not re¬

turn his good bv. and he waited In vain for her to speak.
Xbeii, "Shall I gol" he asked tn foolihh uiitl cllniiix.
"No".
The blood rioted lu hil heurt. "And do you still be¬

lieve that of mel"
" I belleve-what you say," »he whlspcrsd.
"Hm why do you believe inc t Dd 1 make tou do Ul"
"1 don't know.ves. something make* nie."
"Against your willi"
"I can't tell."
" Do you think lt ls a spell, now 1"
" I don't know."
" And are you afraid of lt 1"
" No-"
" What is lt. Egeria 1" hf cried, and In the beseeching

look which she lifted to lils, their eves tenderly met.
"Oh, my dtirllngl Was this Ihe spell "-
The rapture choked him i he caught her hand and

drew her tnwutd him.
Hut al this hold action Sister Frances, who had not

ceased to watch them, threw her apron over her head.

The action of Sister Frances was eharncferistic of
that most sympathetic ol Bbakereesee. Her part in
the story is slight, hut she brightens every scene in

which she appears, it is she who devises an inno¬
cent little Stratagem tosentl worri to Ford, in Illis¬
ton, that Egeria luis come hark to Yardley. It is to
her that Ford goes fm counsel when he ls in doubt
whether he may tlnre express himself to Egeria.
" Well'' (said Frances), "sin's hack with u* again. Put

lt's only Hil she cnn timi something for herself in the
world outside. I suppose p's natural for lui- to want
to be Lke folks. That's tbe way I look al it."
Ford's bi art throbbed. " Do you think I'm lilio folks,

Frances I "

" Not much." replied Frnnees.
" Do you tlilnu' I could bo, for her sake t "

A flash of Joy. succeeded by a red blush, went over
tin- pale face of the Bhakerrss, " You'd ought n't lo
tnlk to mu of such things, Edward. You know li ain't
right."

'. I know.I know," pleaded the young man. " I
know lt's nil wrong. Hut.hut I kucw you knew about
it. and f thought.I thought ".
" sue's iiji in ihe orchard, by ber apple-tree I " cried

Frances, with hysterical abruptness. "Don't you say
another word to mei" Hui after Kurd left (be ronni,
she ran to the door, and watched him going up thc or¬
chard aisle.

It was (he Shaken who first discovered thal Ford
nnd Egeria were "getting foolish" about each
other, and there was a comical contest between
their simple kindliness toward the .young people
and thal sense ni duty which the? owed toward
their celibate community, " I dou*l know what we

should do with our vining folks if they got married
here," said one of the sisterhood. " I don't suppose
we should bare one nf 'era loft by Spring." Frnnci s

of course was the champion of the lovers. The fol¬
lowing extract from the discussion over the case

will illustrate the admirable skill of Mr. Howells
In copying tho quaint phraseology of tho Yardley
communists, without a touch of exaggeration or of
ridicule i
" Frances." retnrni d I'.lilm. willi reestablished gravity,

" will \ on tell me youn-ell thal von hal i nen . r tm ughI
they were fi".nsh about each oilier.what the* call being
lu love |"
Pruners wiped the four- from her eve* with her stein

handkerchief. - bleb *h» had knotted into » ball. You
are too Ind, Killin. Yon have no right loasksiicha
question. You hadn't ought io pul me "it trial."

.. You put yourself on tri ti. Franet-s," saul Kuhn, iiftce-
tloaately. "You bcgitii to talk while I wan speaking,
nut I withdraw ihe question. I never mc mt to buri
your feelings. I know you have always dene for the
h. si."

¦. l have often heard you snv," Prances qnarered, re¬
proachfully," that tbo'woi-t lli'iiwr al."ill our young
people, wbt-n the* get to f.In', ls thai tiny run away.
You saul that ff they would only tell us honestly bow
Ihey felt we wouk let them go and bc married, and we
would be friends with them afterward. Kow,wheu
lhere are two voling follrs herc th it don't think of run-
nln' away, or India' snvtbing, you're not satisfied. l>o
you want Egl rv nml Edward lo r ni aw tv I"
" >'av," replied Elihu ; "du yon wani tin m tn be court

lng euclt.ott.ei h. ie, ri gilt limier our iio-oa 1"
"lt isn't under mu noses I" cried Prances, resenting

the phrase.
"Well.mir rye', then," laid II.lim, patiently. " Do

von think lt ls a (-nod trample to thc rcs! of our ruling
folks 1"
"They're not of our family I Tliey'vo n*\cr been

gathered In !"
" Nay, 1 know that." admlit. d Elihu. " Hut doe- that

lielo the maller, ai fur as thc example goes I Wt nil know
by Ditter experience how h.ir.I lt I- for the young t tre.,.1
toe pith that leads to the angelle life; how cruelly lt is

he-ci vt ifi Him* and shards, and bow Ibe Srsh blredi
willi tho sting of Its lu HU iles. lt> yul unlit tbi'Ul
mock isl willi the light of Howers (bat U mpttbem to tbs
earthly pastures I Egeria lea good girl".¦ J

.¦ Oh, she ls fhe lil" sobbed Ptanees. j

.. Ami I don't believe bim uzidi-riiuiuis bern If thal Mu¬
li foolish ahoul him ".

" I know che doc «n't ! Tf Wnnld kill her J"
" Way, I'm not snr.- of that." said Kimu, wi*h another

flicker of a mille. "Hut thal inn ken the rnnesssicr to
deal With. We need nol speak to ber st all. Wi e iii

Speak to the young man."
"bpenk to the young min!" cried Prance*. "Te',]

him that Eaerj ls in love with him before bo bas ever
ticked her ". Hue stopped In horror.
" Wc do not gloss] this thing among ourselves," said

Elihu coldly, " ami we need nol eire for tm- feints and
pretences used lu the world outside. Hut wv can tell him
that in's fodish un.mt her. I have ulked tbe mattel
over with Joseph and the ministers, und we hnve hgreed
tbat Frleud Ford should bn spoken to." iran.", v.. tit
out of the room, turning net bach upon Ihe meditated
murage. " Tb.- only i^uestlon now ls,' continued I.linn,
without regarding her withdrawal, "who shall speak
tu bl.h."
A perceptible sensation pap«ed trough tbe others, but

tm ot.e snsvt eted. After ti tunim-nt. Laban said from the
corner where be sat, " Some like belita' the cat." I'bii
sisters relieved thc tension of then uerves In s low ut
ter, but Killin and Humphrey remained grave j and it is

doubtful lr l.nii,ni really Intruded a |oke,though bin face
relaxed at the merriment or thc sister-.
"'ihe ministers," resumed Elihu, "were not sun-

whether il was thu province or tint eiders or thelma-
lees, and I came lo consider that point willi you, limn
pine v."
Humphrey rose, with his face twisted by an expression

ns ol sevre bodily pain. Ile moved bis arm- bapl
ahoiil and took ll ami Iheu pul on los s|.. etaeh -. ile uti .1
Iti v.iln lo smile. " I'd know," be sahl, " 11- I'm a very
good band at speakln' to folks. I don't seem lo hate any
command o' language. I should think myself, lt wita for
the elders, Milne oil 'ctn, to spcuk."
" You have transacted all Um buslnen with the young

tn in," said Elihu. " Von have had freqnen I Interviews
v. ith lum. uni von go a good d al min tm- world on bust-
los. We thought, pi limps, that you would beal know
how to approach him,"

.' I ain't one tn ger acquainted easr," replied Hum¬
phrey, "und I never felt no waVa at bonni willi friend
Kurd. Ile -.em, to I... of a kind if oin-di disposition."
Ile sat down again, ami banging bia bead bogan tu ult
the chair lu trout ot h'm on Hs bind legs. " 1 sbouldli'l

till to Intrude mi war- Into the province of the etd.
1 don't seem lo le, I that lt's so iii iii 'i ot a bUsluc»S 'ines
lion aa what il is a question or faintly discipline."

You m.iv bc righi," u Indited Elihu.
If 1 could sec 11 as mt duty, I shouldn't

boone tn shirk lt. Hut lt's like lids." ile painted un
successfully tor a comparl-oii, ami iheii added, " li's n

que-dlon ur family discipline. I should ha' ibougbl lt
was tor inc nu ni -til m tu spi ak."

.. We sin ni hi only lune recourse lo the ministers In cs-
treme eases," said Elihu, "llesldes, you thought Just
now it wai for the elders to speak."
" Weil, the elder* or inc miulsters," returned Humph¬

rey w.tn.mt looking up.
Elihu compassionated his futility with a moment's

¦Uenoo. Then be sighed slightly, and said, "t agni.
with von, Humphrey. Hut I thought that I ought to
give you ibe opportunity, and If you saw your duly in
ll I ought to t lei J to you I did notwant lo have Mic
appearance ot forth-putting ta mich a case, ami I cer¬

tainly don't tovet the task of Hpenklngto Friend Ford.
He appears to me a parson su-ieet to sudden gusts of

unger, und there ls no telling hov,'ho univ take thu in¬
terference."
" That ls so," iidiultled one of the sisters.
"There ain't no question about fortb-puttln', Khhn,"

said Humphrey, willi the cordiality or >t gretti relief.
.' Every oue'd know v.lldn't s'ci. such a duly. Hut
Friend lor.i'll take lt all limit; you'll sue. Ile'l look at
lt In the s.une light you do."

lill till lose, ami took lila hat and slick. " I shall
probably timi lum In his room univ, I suppose."
Humphrey siood ns much aghast ns it was in his

power tn do. "Was you.voil wa'n't geln'to spcuk tn
ulm right away 1"
"Yes. Why -lioiild I put lt ott I Hr- cannot tu'ie il

anv belter to-morrow or next wick than he would to¬
night. And the trouble wouldn't grow les* lt wc wal'ed
till Doomsday." Elihu went out; the closing ol Hm
liall door upon him wu* Uko uu earthquake to those
within.
" I declare for lt," said Laban, " I 'moat feel Hbo goih'

along down lo Friend Ford's and wau In' outside."
" Well." observed il.-iieecn. slighting Ihe bold proposi¬

tion. " Elihu never irm< otc to be uri md."
" That Ir so Kebecca," said Dtaiitbs.
Humphrey s.ild nothing. Tue iiccuinulntton and com-

iilnnlloii ot evils brought ii|kui (br ri.nilly by Hm
I).lynton* had long pasted bl* control.

Tliore are some uiiimporlant ebaraeters who pass
row and then across the singe, and ure forgotten in

the finale, hui they are marvels of vivid persona-
tion. Smli is lira. Ferham, tho go: nip of Ford's
boarding-house. Such ia kind-hearted and vulgar
littlo Mr. Hatch. Such in Mr. ({eeles, a contentions
spiritualist, who 1* endeavoring to master the
police-ayatem (so to speak) nf flu- spirit-world,
" with a view to determine whether something can¬
not In-done to protect ns against the assumption by
inferior spirits of the identity ol lim better class ni
essences"; for, as Mr. Ilalch remarks, if the spirits
can univ knock chairs over and throw things about,
";i man might uh well go to 11 Democratic wnrtl-
ni.'cling when lm dies." Keelee bas ti theory that
Kimmest" ol the stomach hi "the malarial rest.so
to some spiritual ferment which wa are nt present,
powerless io escape. I am satisfied lhat the Urge

majority of our Indigestion, sir, conies from the ex¬

isting imperfections of the incdiuiniz.itioii."
" Sumo philosophers attribute it to pie," saul

Ford, neutrally.
" Thal tn a very superficial way of look in tr at it,"

returned Mr, Eccles. " if we could once establish
the tine relations with the other life, pie wouldn't
stand in our way." Hut the most engaging of tho
minor personagesb)Ford's friend Phillips, an easy
and a shallow man, with " no business of his own,"
and a genteel mania for bric-a-brac.
Mr. I'hllllps's fut ber had been In business on that ob¬

scure Hue which divides tho wholesale merchant's so¬
cial scceptsblllry from the lost condition of nie retail
ih tiler. When he died, however, his son emerged for¬
ever rrom thc social twilight In which the tallier had
been content to rematn. He took account of tils means
and found thnt he had enough to live handsomely upon,
not only will,out anything like shop-keeping, hut with¬
out nu-mess nf un v sort, and he courageously resolved
to DC a mau of leisure. He had certain tastes which
-ju.dilled hun for ibis life ; lie hud road much und he
iihiI ti ii veiled .-inroad. He Joined a chili convenient to
thc lodging which ho kept in bis paternal home, letting
out the rest of tim house to a thrifty woman whose tnter-
est it whs thal ho should mivn nothing lo complain of.
Every morning at nine precisely he lueakfusted nt tho
club, bt-iido one of the ph as.nitesi windows ; the sun
came lu there lu the afternoon still, except lu tho Winter
month", ho dined at another table, ills breakfast and
hi-, dinner were ihe chief events, of the day, which ho
had the wisdom to keep as like every other day as ho
could, unless for sonic very good reason. When ho had
Snubed either meal, be turned over the newspapers and
magazines, largely English, In the reading-room | after
dinner In* often dozed s r-.w minuter In lils chair. For
tte rest, be paid visits and went about to the picture
stoics ami to the studios. Now* nnd then he bought a

punting, which in his hands turned out a good Invest¬
ment ; hut lils passion was lirie-a-lirao. and he liked the
excitement of the iiuetioii-ruoui. where he picked up
rrom nine to lime a rug, a queer vase, a colonial clock,
a olaw-tiluted table or chest of drawers, aud added them
to Ins stores.
He kept np with ths current literature, nnd distilled

from lt s polite essence, with which ho knew how to
perfume bis conversation in tbe measure agreeable to
indi, s wiling io learn wimt it wa«ilisiingulnhed to read.
With many In-was au authority lu sucii mullers, and
With nearly ail lm WSS e.oocntable fur a certain ireshm-ss
of tte susceptibilitl s, which ho studiously preserved,
gio ,' lng hem nuder ghi is, as if w ore, when lt wns past
their natural seasous lo nourish In tin-open nlr. Now
aud then om revoltedagntnat this nititlchtl bloom, and
declared 'hat Mr. Phillipa's emotloni smeltof tho water¬

ing pot; hm commonly they were well liked hy tim sc x

wini which, even if be had not preferred, bo would ha vc
been forced mainly to associate. There is no society
hut that of women rm- nu Idler in our country; thc ofher
men tuc busy and tiled, with lillie patience and little
sympathy fer men who are not liney and tired.
Il waa part of bte routine nut lo (ix Inn..-elf In nny

Bummer resort, hui to kc p accessible to the Invitations
winch did liol fall him. He found Ids ac. .nut lu this
soi lally, und ll did not remain tins ml thu be also
gr.illll. d a passion lor economy lu III bul lim people
tvlm said this cunthilled among his hosts. Late lu Ihe
Hummer, or almost when tho leaves began IO tutti, he
wert away to the hills for u fortnight or three weeks,
pmvldiug him -elf with quarters lu some small hotel,
and making anoint of returning to the simplicity of
nature. In the performance of tnis rite be wore s straw
hut ami a flannel shirt, and ne took walks in the woods
w lin the you ti ge ll yoting ladles a in mig me hoarders.

l'li» intervals betweiii bis visita be spent In town,
where he was very comfortable. When In- went to tim

. ,nl ile iln - him, h« csplalued that be had been
lu Illiston frying to gel Kurd sway, "Oh, ms! Ymir
odd friend, said Ibo Indies driving him home from tin
station In their phaetons, ['hiHips must have known
Ibat they did not csre either for bis odd friend or for
bis own oddity lu having him, abd yet ho lather prized
tin i recentllotty In hlmsi ir.
Phillips'* inure was tho remains of an establishment

which be had sot up some yt uri before. It hud included
a mau and s coupe, nod he had relinquished these bc-
.msc ot their expensiveness. The tuan, especially, hud

been nuable t.> romfdne lbs advantages of outside
m.h. and Inside man; be mado Phillipa's lodging smell
of tbe man*, and he matte tbo stable smell of Phillips'*
wiue. The mau was paid off und rent away and the
c..ti pe was s".d ai nmi iou j hut with a conservative un-

thritt mat (nil.ms,v combined with his nugal Instincts,
Phillips had sulfei-ed the mare to linger mi his
ti md-, bometlmi i he t.mk her nut for rxerctse from tho
club stable, Where te bad lodged ber bul he hud inter¬
vals of forgetfulness, iii which the club groom found lt
hi- duty to warn ht tn Hutt the mare's legs were swelling.
Hht* wns consequently boarded out nf town a good deal,
and Phillips awoke tu ber i.--iou only winn tte
f I. u, .is' lulls i .um- lu. At these times he said he should
sell nutt mare.

Many of the sketches of nat ural scenei y show Mr.
Howells's mastery of 'lie de criptive stvle in its

very highest form) and there are bits »f landscape
painting s< uttered lore nnd tln-r-- which embody ex¬

quisite specimens of art in the compass of ti few
lines:
Th.- d.iy bad broken clear, and tho N'ow-Knglnnd

spring was ihnwinr hers* fin one of hermuodiof r
scir uti "ii- mil,, hm,, i I" dilly! stu wm,ld pei torin her
purl with stu -iiiiie nml linds, bul she breathed cd
a. rest Un-brUinm ind" ape. ami sim warned vegeta¬
tion thu! lt started st its own rl«k." . .

Il' i faflur li,oked ung: il- ar her ti- she rose Rtul stood
e .ii,- the ru-i ie fi unit ai ii. One of I br ftbaker boys, un*

routh in bli wide struw hal and tnissbspne*trou»eri.
cm o in- \»i'd some cows fruin pasture,and they stopped
to drink li '.iii the great Blotts howl, i'lio Voices of
I. it In I - in the river half a mile aw itv Molted sad an ms

the lutei vening space of meadow land. The slr was so
heavy with dex th.tt (hr rumble "f a dlitudt railroad
ti,11n w as ,is clear us If near at band In the valley which
the sound eve,i of thc (team whistle seldom visited. As

uni her fainer watk.-d bach to tbeon.eethe
crickets trilled along tbe path. The smell of tbe pros-
|,'iu!i« gal.I. ns lu-)..mt the wall CAIUS to t ll. In, lt li it
miiigh d with Ibo thick, sweet sci at of tho milkweed by
the wsyside. .

" ll'.vv Milli and wurni lt ii '" the riled, with a luxuri¬
ous surrender to thc charm of the place, Hie slaming
sun struck through Ihe slender boles of tbo trees, snd
biirul-b- il tm- g..-!. ii n.. .11. s un.Lr linn url. lhere
vu-no si.und of life-iv*-i!u ir ste's-, ami their voices,
winch tool a lowi r I.et th ali was rich with the b, I-
sani "f the ties. She deeply Inhaled lt, "Yes.
ihe iirirmiiiioii. "Ii ali romes tunk. I wai afraid,"
-ii- said, tn answer lu Ibe look witu which he turned
upon ter." tbat I had lo-t the reeling which 1 bad
wh.-ti I lint gul well, lint 1 hitvcu'U"
" Whit was lt 1
'.1 don't know If I ran tell. Something as If I be¬

longed In sin ti pince..as If they missed me when |
ramo swat I don't know. Il was mhih thing vcrv
siiiv" She slopped.
"Don't grinve Ihe w.Hand bj huming through lt,

then," said I'm d, w nh a plat fulpeia which. Uutv thal be
lu d u lg) d ll. sc mci I milln a, to lil m.
They weiit ott In tte direction thev had tlrst taken.

Bhi walked at hts side, and wheu bis pace foll io a slow
¦aui ter ste did nol attempt lo hasten it, A red squirrel
ti.ok shape mid motion ont of tho russel needles, nml
re-ed up one of tbe pines, whose feathery lop* ho brui
m his long haps from tr< -«to tree a partridge imldenly
M lill I'd Up lr. un tte path he fo|e I bout ; Hie 1. fe Wa- like
shadow, the shadow wai liku Hie, as thu twilight thick
cued lound them.

"OEOHUE eliot:1

A SKI.TCII BY KOHKKT I.. 1 I'AVIU.uN'.
HOW MAHY annk. kVans ll i ttlAN Ttl winn: -mr

.M'liiioi MUM;* ni iikk yurru.
Flinn I hi Fin.

Those persons whose memories of their own lime
reach back fur just twenty-one years, eau recall a

romance of authorship unequalled since the publica¬
tion ni "Waverly."" Ilrilliaut ,\ sin eosslul novels ure
ci ri.uni- m>t uucoinmon things. But a work of lie-
linn windi, even under ihe iin'si favorable circum¬
stances, lukes thc whole reading world by storm,
ami, as a great event ol its year, makes eager lead¬
ers ni thc vet greater non-rending world, is u lu¬
ci.uv triumph that not every geuerution is allowed
lo sec.
Wini was ihe authur of " Ailinn Beih !" The ques¬

tion bude fair to bu ns popular a mystery us ibe
n:iuie ol me aiitliiM ni "Waverly." tlet>rge .'liol was

certainly a luau's name, and many renders, finding
tm iniec iii itt) style of that undefinable quality
w h nit distinguishes til.- n ut Inness Imin I he ti ti linn'
hs surely as her vmrr distinguishes tho womun from
the m.ni, billilliinned that things were as they
seemed. Hut from the very beginning others were
either keener sighted, or fonder of paradox, ur iu
uno way or nuitliei helter inloriiiei!. Messrs. Black-
Wood hud received the manuscript ol "."scenes of
Clerical Life" from tim hand ol Ueorgc Henry I,ewes
limier lin- belief tlittt "(ieiiige Kital "

was fie name
ol ii mau, us well iis ti man's name; mir dui even a

critic Ko i.-xpeiienei il mill almost unerring aa the
lute John Blackwood see through the disguise.
l.ewch himself seems to have held with Archbishop
W hui eley that any direct Inquiry into tbe author¬
ship of a book published itiionv iii.uisly or Ulldnr a

fictitious name, isa flagrant Impertinence, which
might, on principle, to he answerer! with a denial of
Limwledge, whether tbo denial be false or true.
Winn The Leader was being projected ut tim house
of w. l-l. forster, [the Secretary for Ireland), at
Bawd ni, ni'tir I,neils, I,ewes and Thornton limit
wen- both present: and we are iuformed hy rim "i
tbo company that the former aflV-cted Ignorance nf
even so much tut the sex of lim author of "Adam
Ilene," which had josi appeared.

Hut there ia another anecdote which comes to us
on equally direct authority, sud is much better
wo. iii rec.Hdiug in so lin as it proves tim genius of
<.. urge Kital t be personal ami natural.prut of her-
n-lf ami of her life, uud not the result, tis is some¬

times argued timi lu-linved, ot lulim inns culture and
nf aflorintercourso with otber Ulinda. A aohool-
tallow of bera, stiUliving, who bail as lilli,- di¬
rect knowledge abom thc literary question
nf tim day as the rest nt f !,«. world,
never fell the least doubt ns lo who was
the author of Adam Bede. As soon tis she had read
the honk. " 'Ueorgc Kliot' is Mary Anne Kvuits." sim
said, and, na all the world knows, sin-was right;
ii la an extraordinary piece of evidence aa tu what
Ueorgc Kilo! the school-girl miisi have bern.
Mi*. Anne Hyatts was mini in Warwickshire, in

tho neighborhood ol Coventry, not later than the
year l>*'.'i». Her tallier was steward lu thu Newde¬
gate*! ol Unit enanty. Un tbe Influence upon ber
writings ot tbe putt of l.iiglnnd winch she knows
the lie.it, there is no need O dwell. tScuttiJ not
moro distinctively ol the Bolder, lennysou of Lin*
ciiusiiiiv, nor Kingsley of Peron, than
sin- oi the Midlands. Her genius is

tbe reverse ol cOMimpoltfuu, and her strength
le-fiis thc tinther sim goes from home.
li is ul woy* :i happy accident fora novelist.though
probably ibe n verse is rue of the poet- when Ins
genius h localized. Provincial life, as nobody
knew tallier than llaleau himself, is ol necessity
more intense in iis expression, il- ip. r iu its roofs, ul
oiii'i- mole, lull oi self and in ire emdsiv.nl by limits
unit circumstance, more characteristic altogether,
uud timm npeii lo timi'uyit. pcm ml, uud -.vm-

pathetic studv titan the life ol great cities eau u ;-

sibly he, which no one baud, not even Balcac'i um n,
has ever hcen large enough to bold. UttorgS l.ll H's

hand holds tho whole of tbe limo and nf the country
which she hus made her own, mid everv min knows
Middlemarch, for example, better than he knows
his native town. But her father wns not only of
the calling of Caleb Garth, In the novel just named
.ho was a preacher, which ia probably thc reason

why ho is described in some biographical notices of
his daughter tis a clergyman, and in ot hera ns a dis¬
senting minister. Uenrgo Dint's early youth wns

surrounded by the atmosphere from which Dinah
Morris came into Adam Bede; it is no unlawful
stretch of fancy to imagine her one of nu outdoor
congregation on the vilhige green at Havslope
listening to Dinah's Methodist sermon; and we can

trace the sumo influence, as easily ns a branch from
a stem,into the heart of Uomohi listening to Savona¬
rola. Only- in the latter we havo the additional but
no lesa personal ami biographical element of
the direct influence of mimi upon mind.
fbommndaof readeri have instinctively felt.we
have board representative readers of all classes ex¬

press tho foeluig.that in creating Maggil) Tullivcr,
she put into her the real soul of a real child. in the
way that no woman can deai with nny soul lint her
own. Hut Maggie's was the tragedy of a wouiau
doomed to rely for nil support upon dull ami course
natures. Beyond the hounds of lawful, or, for that
matter, of possible speculation are the cause and
manlier of Ueorge Eliot's emergence from such easy
influences as hers were into tho atmosphere of that
Positive Philosophy to which Comte gave the form
of a negative religion. In her win inns, sho has
given us absolutely uo traces or hints of her real
intellectual position. Hor earlier novels are pic¬
tured memories, one and all; and not even in the
laiest are there any signs whatever of a want of
sympathy with the most conservative sentiment
concerning the old times and the old ways, lt
cnn only bo said that nothing ls more common, in a

nature ut once highly imaginative and hixltlv ra¬

tional, than for the sentiment and the reason to pull
In opposite directions, and for neither to yield.
" Mme," shu say* al the beginning of ' the Sad for¬
tunes of the Kev. Amos Barton,' "Mine, I fear, is
not u weil-regul'Ued mind; it hus an occasional ten¬
derness for old abuses; it lingers with a certain
fondness over the days of nnsal clerks and tnp-
booted parsons, and hus a sigh for the departed
shades of vulgar errors." What sh") says hero hu¬
morously wc take seriously; and we find therein
uiueh of the chaim of her earlier novels for many
English men and women, aud for a yet greater num¬
ber of Americans.
Uer period of cultnre began early, and has never

been broken. When first iu Loudon, sho lived in
tho Strand, over the place of business of Dr. Chap¬
man, tho totinderof The Westminster Review.to which
slio afterward became a frequent contributor.
Pat fly us a cause, partly as a consequence, of her
connection with //ie Westminster, she became one of
Ihe set of Positivist thinkers who accompanied
Mr. John Stuart Mill as far as ho le"d them, or fol¬
lowed them. That this student of l> ,rd science and
arid metaphysics should afterward become a great
exponent of Um world of human emotion and pas¬
sion in their most direct mid simple forms seemed of
all things the most unlikely; nor were her studies in
Blt and language of tho kind to lead her out of
tim line which she had seemingly chosen for ber
own. Her first published work was a translation
ol Strauss'- l.ebm Jcsu (" Lifo of Jesus),-" which ap¬
peared in 1846, when sho was, therefore, about
twenty-six years old. Her translation of Feiier-
haeh's" KsaenceofChristianity'' appeared In 1803.
lp rill the,iue of nearly forty, therefore Mary

Ann Evana gave little sign.save, perhaps, to the
one or two who knew her best.of becoming more
than a highly accomplished, fairly learned, and
exceedingly industrious literary lady whoso mission
was to assimilate uud reproduce tho thoughts of
other mimi*., with u not very attractivo preferenco
for the supremacy of puro reason and for the ex¬

treme nt theoretical liberty to which pure reason

leads those who accept its dogmas without ques¬
tion. But nt 1858 apneandthoae "Scenes nf Clerical
Life" which.so soon as tholightof "Adam Bede" was

turned back upon them next year, became recog¬
nized as the more flinn amide promise of what wus

to follow them. It is very Irani to connect them
with the student of advanced Uerman theology.
Bas it ever been noticed, by tho way. bow, whilo

poetry, painting of and music belong to youth, tho
art ni fiction seems naturally to belong to middle
and even tn old age? Till Thackeray was nearer
forty than thirty, his Hinno was practically un¬

known. "Wavelly" did not appear till Scott was

forty-three. Richardson did not become an author
till fm waa fifty-one, Defoe did not write hts Urst
novel till he was fifty-eight years old. "UH Blas"
was imt finished till its author was sixty-seven.
Ueorge Eliot waa no exception to the rule ; and,
like the lioness iu the fable, her works have been
few, tod their production slow.sho hus written but
-even no* els during her career of twenty-one years.
In IHlMI appeared "The Mill on the Flos-'," wherein
depth of tragedy ia equalled hy un entirely original
humor which compels tho most hopelessly coarse
ami common mea and women to become great
studies ol'human nature in spite of themselves.
People who waste their wits in making com¬
parisons disputed over the comparative merits of
"Adam Bede''and "The Mill ou the Floss;" ou the
tri.oh), perhaps, fta general verdict goes tor
the former. "Silas Marner" is tho crown
ami pinnacle of ber "first period ".to
ii. u ciiininon. nnd useful. critical
phrase. For " Honiolu" belongs to a distinctly uew
departure. It waa, wo believe, refused by Messrs.
Bim kwomi on the ground that, In spite of her
name, it waa not likely to prove successful.ti Judg¬
ment which must have been arrived ut unwillingly,
ami on very strong critical grounds, and which the
popular estimation lu which lt is held ns Justified,
on the whole, though sonic, who arc hy no means the
worst Judges of (.real work, put "Romola" first
muong Ui-nrgi- Flint's novels. But it is n.d known
nnd loved ai "Adam Bede" and "Silas Monier"
tn.-, and is a favorite among ner most critical rather
than iimong her warmest and heartiest admirers.
lt reads as if thought out rather than felt out, ami
is full of self-conscious purpose.it belongs to its
author's "second period,' In which Georg* Eliot tho
portrait painter of natural life becomes umre or less
subordinate lo Ueorge Eliot the Ictirnerand teacher.
After " Felix Holt " live years pus-ted without n new

novel.that is to say. till the production of " Middle-
march'" tn eight parts during the years 1871-"72.
I hiK marvellous contribution to theronteWM- kttwtaine,
this compressed library of human nature, betunga
lo what we have railed her second period, hot is
painted upon her.enrliesl and most congenial back¬
ground and reproduces all that is best in her Bret
manlier, as ti Mummer afternoon is a continuation
ami (iiliilineiit nf its morning.
Another four years pass-nl before the publica¬

tion ni "Daniel Dorunda".a work belonging en¬
tirely to that seroud period which commenced with
" Romola." " Financial success.literary failure,"
waa tho curt judgment passed upon it at the tune

by Miine who thought ir sound criticism to con¬

demn " Daniel Dermula" because it was not "Adam
lli-ile.'' We believe, however, that as time goes on

the reputation of "Daniel l)eroiida"will be found to
grow, though it would require a long and special
criticism to say why. Many have already accented
(iwciuloleii II :n lit li ;is well-nigh supreme aiming
(icmge Flint's studies of the war between the lives
iiml ihe souls nt women. But no doubt the novelist
thought, after lnr manner, much more of her honk
than nf her readers. Mordecai, thc Jew, went over

their heads,'mid (Iwendolen was just as bard to nu¬
ll, isl anti as real nicii ami women tuc.

So far as the outer wmld ts concerned, this record
of lnr wink is lhat nf her life also. Her mel lind «>f
workm.iti-lii'.> (s very much what might he ex¬
po, led. The long years which divide her honks
rrom one another have been -.pent in elaborate and
exhaustive planning and thinking, .iud, if needful.
in collection of -tit material for them that could
possibly be available. When sim works ir is ut a
kind ol slow heal.a day's work represents hut a

mi ti tn ii ttl of " copy," and every word ls thought
river. Sim leds ihe strain in body ami mimi, to tlie
point of physical pain, and of tim need tor com¬
plete iejit.se when u work is out nf her hands.
Ui'iuus, willi her, means victory; but only utter
buttle.
Sho has never been one of thc common linns of

literary society. From (ie .me Henry Lewes she
hail, while |m lived, the constant aid uiul counsel of
one of the most brilliant critics and men of letters
of our time, though some may doubt how fur her
association with him was beneficial to the special
nature nf her genius. We cnn trace the growth of
its intellectual effect till Its culmination in many
portions of " Daniel Derondu." Private and domes¬
tic topics are nol within the scope of a ort.teal bi¬
ography. Hut thc Sunday afternoons at fho house
of George Eliot in st. Jonu's Wood havo become a

part ol the literary history of London, which must
needs he mentioned m conni-i lion with her position
in Hie world of letters.

_\cu> Jhibluniione.

A QBEAT SUCCESS!
ForilTH TIIOIH-.ND KOW HEADY.

lill VA I.I I. K A IKllll'Si

reminiscence:, of an idler.
(i 1 ssw. RVS "neel portrait, *1 75.

'' Sn more eiitcrtulning hook li ut 1«Mie.l from tim Amer-
nun prtiitinK.prt-s* thin season. - * ¦ 'Hiern ls
nettlina which csu lie rontparril to lt In tlie lltci-ntum ol the
Uniteaelates. IImi-iki-sIn inure Mrou-rlv limn snyt;.lng else
these charmlm* memoir* « Illili itre < loii-cu-ilsti. nf French
sm h..milln, uni ul which Hm-- sra so lew worthy .xsmptes
In the Rnkllsh inn".i.ii/c. - . * it- lm, .e.i i* .'i.-tuin-ii
tn lu rlnslnir p me. Tho volinno ls h milan .. ono.".(.Philmlel-
pinn North American.
..Thc IHuivsllers liler.irv Style lu tree cijiiallv inuit pei|.

ntitrr iiml iiiTc.'tiitiiei. lt.- elites sa s trenll.ii tvimhl islk
s KcnUi-iii-ii whose Memory is i-cnismnt le, whose Jmli-nicnt
ilUi-rlnmislih heiwci-n fticts which are Uit-trtitlngaiul tufts
niiii h are aol.'*.((.'Mease Tnass,

ALSO KCAliV.
roi; sl'MMKIi KKADINCI.

IfJCTO 'lill-: THIKl) AMU KOl'llTIt 'iKNKr.A'HON
APttlflr. Ht' M'-'cii r.Hophill. Illino.*!.

"isttniiK v.r l.tiv, ni urinal tn incl Iiml, iilniiinilini- in iii snintie
sltintliotis, ami niiiilc rii'oj utile liv wit nml uovtillv.". Inter.
Ocean.
tamp a nh r.\ nix. Hketebea sf rife snd Travel In the

West. Hy lt. W. l'.uyinoiiil. Lillie I'lSSslU -lyle, rei! ctl_tw
iiiii.n iitni. ti.

¦ '

A Kt io l.'.s Kit lt a Ntl. Ry One at ide Fasts,
»,Tho ii.o«l siiecKMtnl novel tor inure ilisn a quarter ot a

retiliiry. A m,i»i, iim-r...

¦ot-l hy nil hosieseth t-, or nallan1. srstfsM. hy
FUKDs. HOWARD A HULBERT,

27 l-AftsM-LACfa. N. Y.

Jrtstrnrtum.
Tee Boya and _our_r Men--Oitjr.

BOOKKE-.'-ING $T>..Biwineas men, clerk*
or linties can have ten practical Isssaas twaSSSl expert

accountimt. ami leam to keep books by double entry. UO_-
ttKABecOLLisow. yea i-rtwiwi**-._g_ .

CITY COLLEGE EXAM INATION..PiwentsJ
having children - Ito ilul not pa-e the late rxiuulnauoa,

or others, can learn of a thorough p.-eusrstorr school Bow rn

session, where Mieclal person-tl attention ls -ivon io such sta-
ilents by the ¦.rlncipal hiniaelf -ally; the best ol references
furnished b, SlsSUIS-. pBIX0|PAL< .._. oac#.

For Youne J_adiea.City.
TU IBS CHISHOLM will open a school for
ivl gills «t "18 Mallison ave. on Monday. Hepiemoer 27.
1H80. Kspcclal attenlloit paid to the English bessSSSS sad
Lulim feiarate class lor W»i -.in.er-rarteii, trench and
Octmau thoroughly tacutnt._..
MUS. SYLVANUS HEED'S, ____ ,____

IIOA.11MM1 and DAY SI MOOL for YOU .Ml LADIES,
Nos. oand 8 East o.uist. New. York,

wpenssent 29. french anil German languages practlealU
taught Thoiough training in Pntnaty, and Secondary de¬

partments, 'i he course of study In thoCpiltgiate.lepariraens
nieetsallthedemitiiiisf.il the bigt-er education of women.

Each pdpil receive* th. persoual super-lsion of Mrs. liesa.

For Both Bexee.City.

Mme. DA SILVA & Mrs. BRADFORD*
(formerly Mrs. Ogden Hoffman'sl Eiiell«di. rlench and

(icrni.il Boarding 1101! Har Behool for Young Ladies SM
Chlidreu, No. P Went :i8tlnt., New-York, will reopen Neut em.

ber '.'7. Application may be made by letter or pcrsouaily ss
shove.

_

For Boys and Youn_r Ken.Country.

Alexander Institute, Military Boarding School,
White Plains. N. Y. Principal. O. H. WILLIS, Ph. P._

Art and Science..Summer school for boys.
Adarcss C. J. WUTO HT. A. M., Peeltsklllonlludson.

UOYiTanTYOUiNG MEN privately lifted for
-Ls college, condltloued or rejected rsnilututeg coached,
b£mtner orWinter. stockbridge. Msss. F. HOFFMANN.

PIVIL. MECHANICAL and MIXING EN-
V> GINKERINU at tbe RENSSELAER POLYTECHNIC
IN8TITCTE. TRoY, N. Y..Tho oldest engineering school
in America. Nest term beelnsSepts_her Ul. The ueglnter
for I8811 contains a Hst ot the graduates tor the past 54 years;
with their .¦osltiont: also, course of studr, reqiureuicnts, ex¬
penses, _c. Address __,

DAVID M. UREENE. Director.

COLLEGIATE omi COMMERCIAL IN8TI-
CTE, New.llaven.. Conn , General Russell's School.

Preparatory to college, sclentltic schools or business. Thor*
ougl physical maning by military drilling, gymnastics, *c
Ample opportunity for athletic games, rowing, Ac.

f7<0K Circular* ot' tlie beat place where to
send young gentlemen anil boys during Hummer, address

Prof. ALVtUtM M. CO'I Th:, station M. City.

fRVIXG mSTITDTE.Boerdliur and Day
-l school for hoys: business and cniiegiato training. BprtM
temi eminence t March SE A. ARMAONAC. l.jryiowa.N.Y

OPEN ALL SUMMER.-FOUR VVKEK8 AT
CAPE MAV-SWITHIN C. HHOHTLIiXIK'S MEDIA

Fenn.) ACADEMY tor vining men and boys, bindi* optional
jniv _nd August, For iflustiatetl circular of summer school
aud school year of l«8n*il,begiuuliig lu September, address
the tulnclpal, SWITHIN C. siIOKTLiDQE, A. M. iltartard
graduate), Media. Penn.: r. miles from Philadelphia, this
academy bas temlmonlals (rom Kayard Taylor. Hon. Fernanda
Wu0.1. .fudge-Van 110-,-ieti. Rev. J. A. Childs, D. Ii., aud niuuy
other p-tti-one-_______________________
PEERSKILL (N. Y.l Military Academy. For

circular* address Col. C. J. WHIGHT. A. M.. Win' Ipa'.

PENNSYLVANIA MILITARY ACADEMY.
J. CHr.STEU, Penn.

Civil JTngio eilng, Clieniltiirv.Classic* and English degress
conferred. Colonel THEO. HYATT. Pr-tti't,

SUMMER SCHOOL..Morns Classical Insti-
tuft), Morrl«town. N. J..For boys desiring stierial prepa¬

ration for college In the Autumn, or Wishing a health! il sum¬
mer borne, with a tow tc.urn' tuition each dar rlnsJlcs,
mathematics and sciences. For pirticul.iru aim terms anpiy
st T. COTESWORl'H PINCKNEY'S Akcncv. fnioii square,
or sddrens the Principal. H. H. MOORE. Morristown. N. J.

r|MlE lato principal of a successful private
X school in this citr will receive two or three noys for tbs
Summer st lils country home, forty mites from the city, lu a
neighborhood absolutely bealthv, and removed from all temp-1
tatmn. French spoken. AsWrtss PRINCIPAL. Cato E. 9.
B.. Post Offlce Box ..'-'JA. N. Y. Cltv._

WILLISTON SEMINARY, Easthampton,
Mass .Prepares boys for onr best colleges and scfeiitiflo

schools. Fall ierm bcu-ins september ll. 18«'.), For catalogue
address J. W. FAIRBANKS, Ph. D., Princlual

For Younar Ladiea.Country.

AN English, French and German Boarding*
and Day behool for vonna ladies, Went End InMJiuto,

New-Haven. Ct. M ra. b. L. Cady. Prill; Send for circular.

pLAVERACK (N. yTcOLLEGE fwd HUB-
\J SON KlVKIt INSTITUTE..A boaxdlugschool ot high
rans 14 inst nil-tor*: lu department*. Languages, Art anil
Music rpeclaltles; will open for summer ooaid Jilly 1.

_Rev. ALONZO FLACK, Ph. P., Prudent.

ROVE HALL, New-Haven, Conn..Mu*
MONTFORT** jJCgOOL for YOUNO LAMES.

Ht »ME SCHOOL FOR GIRLS..Wnithant,
Mum.; every way desirable: thorough instruction;

open Anni '.'0. For prospectus address f.ADY PP.1 N Cl PA L,
P. O. Box 3,44", Boston, Mass. New-York refcnnce. Dr. li,
T. Hanks. 4fi East 3eth-sL_,

ISS AIKEN'S SCHOOL, Stainfoid, Conn.
Clroularsst Lockwood's. No. Bia Broadway._

I8S BULKLEY-S School forTone Ladies,
Titrrytowo-oaUie-liudson, will reopen Wed., i-ept. Isa

G

M
M

Tor Both Sexes.-Country.
SWEGAKAY INSTITUTE,
\J l,.r>." sod I.S3S spriice^r., Philadelphia.
Boarding aud Day sclieof for young ladies and cl.1!.lien.

Ancient and modern Uuguaeea taught. French is the lau.
grugeof the family. Madame D'UERVILLY, Pi 1 iicipal.

POSTER SCHOOL. "CLIFTON SPRINGS,
N. Y..Academic. Collegiste, Art. Lectures, uvinnastlcs.

H.l.iiiutHieud with special ii ferciico to thojiealth of fouug
latllcsaud tho foi manon ol correct Int ld ls ol study -nd Hf*.
Addre-s the Rev. Dr. HEOROE LOOM Itt.

AI APLEWOOD IXSTITUTE-For both eena;
irl Concordvltle, Penn.; 9">j per quarter: students pr*.
pated for business, Yale or Harvard ; rirst-vlaoa proiessoi..

_y tirioUT 1,1 DOE. A. M., l'riuci|isl.
_

\I0UNTAIN HOME SCHOOL, St. Cloud,
i." I N. J.: *15U p^r sriioul vear; sccommtxlation during
vtn allon: I'l'-teme, slr. R. P. ttmitb. No. '._ Park place,
N. Y. A' ld res* Box 7 .Orange. N. J._
\IT. KISCO EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTE,
_.-. Mt. Klnco, N. V., for young Jsdles and children, will re*'
op»-n sept, 10: teriiDi iwiisoiiable. Miss P. Hyatt. 1'iiucipal
VEWfONCOIXEGIATEIN8TlTUTE.Rew.
Xs mu. mib-1 x 1 oiiniy. N. J., reopeos September 0 for
mate* and feassles 1 esceedingls" bes'lhy, excellent govern¬
ment uni I'tuiniliiu liitlii.ti.'i..; thorough to flt for mu college
or for business t tf'.'no a vear : ncud for cstaloru" 1 roi. r ts old,
btiulciit.i: J. Flavel Mcies. 1.1. I).; Judge John A. Blair, Jer¬
sey eily. 6. S. STEVENS}. A. M.

VOHMAL MUSICAL INSTITUTE,
ll CANANIIAIUL'A, N. Y.
A Summer school. Third season from July 7 to Angint 10,

A d, lui,1 tu! summer resort; gootl board al low tii.ci-s. Tbs
mit rm ti..11 of ten eminent iii.siciiin*, Including \V II. Sher¬
wood purni i Eugene Thayer, orean Harry Vi heeler, voice;
I. H. -tier'rood, tdeoi 7. A full courin- not (f|il.lle.l auy.
wileri.tnt.tc thc largest cities, for ouly $1.~>. ine.u.liiiir a»
le:i-t IS piano, 01 gnu, -.nit, vi diu and'cello recitals. AU in*
ni.Bte.i iu munic should noud tor circular to

WM. H. WKRWOOD, Director,
_157 Trcniont-st.. llostoo, Miss.

ROCKLAND COLLEGE, Nyacev N. Y.
Hoi Li seses ; enter at anv time; open during Summer-.

r.-.fl per year; scud for uow catalogue. W. ll. HANNI**.
TK.lt, A. M._
IROCKLAND COLLEGE, Nyaik-on-the-Hud-
L sou, will be open for summer Board aud optional studs*

fui-schoisrsou June 15. A most delightful home, with pleas¬
ant drive*, mountain sei-nerv,boating and sall Waler b.ti bingi
wlil.iu eily leach, ai reasonable rates. Address

_W. II, BANNisrF.lt. A. M.

Swiiitlnnoie Colli'tre, near Pliiladelphin. IVnn.
-_ .fader ears of Friends; both sexes uduitttPti; Uireecol*
loge courxes.classittal. lltersry sud ?cleuiltl .: ic.ichers'
conr*e i'i..|iarat->ry school. For narticulurs aildiess ImImuni
II. Mac-Ill. Presl. Kwaitlimore I'ollege, Deiatv.tic Co., Penn.;
rrHE MIDSUMMER SESSION of tlie "sELI
1 I.KCK" SCHOOL, Norwalk, conn., will coiumen-e Juna
.4 and end Senteiiih.-r 1. This sesslou oB'ers luilut ein«uis to
snell puptlt asilrsuc to spend a tew hours dailv lo si inly and
enjov a country home dui mg tbe warm weather. Full iuf. r-
m.;tl.hi may be obtaiuvd by addressing >s above.

Miscellaneous

SCHOOL Properties tor sale or reut..New
Hummer Hsl m.uKd tor »lamp.' Schrnnerhoi u, .10 I-". ltth.

SCHOOL Wunted..Either private whoo! ot
academy, or to flu eli. ibie opruing for one hy I'resbvte-

riiiit clergymau Princeton irradiuie; tenyearV etperleucs
as principal. TEACHER, Uti BiatUest^Bostou, jgass.
rpl; ITlOX and SUMM KR BOARD..A fel 1ow
J. of tlie Johns HopKluit Cnlversttv, living at home, during
th siiuiniei i.iunihK. lu t;istei County, N. v., win prepare

Juline men for college or for special eiamlnaiio-is. Term,
illy fitiiNepteiuber lil. lhar.es moderate. Hest ot refer¬

ences. Addi ess L. IIEV1EH. Marbletown, li lst<r Co., N.Y.

ttracners.

ALIj wanting; hest teachers, Atiiencnn or
forcl.Tii. for any department, low or high, should have

"I'.iudldJlca' New Ilul'ellu.'' ni.led for iMistnge. J. W.
HIT1KK.M Kimi oin. Hesreiary, Amerlcsn Behool Insututs,
30 Ki st lilli st., N. Y.

ALL wanting lirst-class teachers slionld iiduIt
at KF.l.I.OOO's Kdu-atlonal Office, MKaal Hlh st.

AMERICAN and EUROPEAN TEACHER?
J*. UHIIF.AU supplies, without charge, eolleies, -clio-ds.
and families .ttli ihoroughly compelsnt prgfesstirs. princl-
paU ami tea hors Families truing abroad, or to (he country
pr*, in pi ly sultoil with sullener itiUirst, c-in-p-mluns and sovex-
uesws. Call 011or audtt-ss Vrolessor LKUENDltlL i>7 Weal
a.lUst., Ne.v-York.

A M ERICAN and FOREIGN TEACHER-?
x_ AUKNC. supplies Colleges. Schools amt Families wita
tlit-roiigi.ty .ompeteui r'tofessors. Principals iiuo" Toacliers.
Isinili. s Komg it broad or to tbe eonntrr prom ply suit.nl wita
Hupirii-i-'liiioisoruovenieete*. Call on or atldrens Mum 14. J.
. ",l Mi. A um lean ^ud loreign Tcachsrs' Ageitcy. '.'j Uulocv

tqusrs,_
»*..¦»¦.¦¦.¦«.¦

\ YOUNO LADY, c^lletw srndnate, fSC-
i*. n.-g Ki cooli, demies a positlou aa cuui usn 10:1 lu . a In-
V.llldm gti.el'lteiuitu giown children going lo Kuropo; hlck-
e-t ii'ferciii is glvou :iud rrgiilred. Address Miss E.. 114 Wwm
fljlllr-t.

pINCKNEY-f. AUENCY_for SCHOOL*}mlX I i;Arllt:itS.-Iiiti-'.it.:cctl.iKcUoolsaul Fauil'.i.is .-tona¬
lli r Ann rican and I-oretan resellers for any ituimr-ne-its.
lii-lnulioii. 'Ihe" liuka," Just, pulitlsned. cont nus Te-ek-
eis' Hi-.tleiin, List of school i-iop-rties tor «<iie or ss Kens.
Itinl other v.1'iiil.le Inloi in-.i.nu fuminhe-l for siaoio

I INt'KM-Y'.- SCHOOL DIKEITORY, Vii p*.o»- Ps,
lem's K.lin.>n,er nsdal ciilaloKtie of every st hool on our list,
live at otu ce, 01 mill.ed l«r po-uctt, ti cum*.

. 'I'. COl'KsWttHTII PINCKNKY.
psSBMtle iluildlng. cor. luomwav sud Uih st., N. Y. CUT.

-PEACHER8 Htiunlifil io schools timi LuudieZ,A,,,"18'' _.LOU_i>!>,S. "TWIs. KUL'CATI-J.NAI. HU*HEAU .basemrni.a" I nliiu.<niusi_

rpHE UNION TEACHTRS' AOEKdY~*M-.J. vtdos teachers for mliools. liolps leifhM-* 1., _**-...¦."
posllious, <tc. Forfurt.ui. In.oruutloo address -*s"-"i

A. LOVELL _ CO. 411 lioud.st Nsw York,


